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Recession beaters in focus at influential Interferry forum     
Strategies to overcome global economic strife will dominate trade association Interferry’s 34th annual conference, which takes place in Istanbul from October 14-17 and marks the event’s debut in Turkey.

Highlighting the credit crunch and Istanbul’s bridgehead position between Europe and Asia, the conference theme is ‘At the crossroads – choosing the best route through challenging times’.

Major sessions will address a range of recession-driven issues.  A guide to surviving financial meltdown will include banking, ferry operator and oil industry insights; managing risk will be assessed from legal and insurance aspects; and an IT session - practical applications for making money – will feature software solutions for revenue management/forecasting and asset tracking.

The conference has attracted record attendances in recent years due to Interferry’s mounting size and influence as the global voice of the ferry sector – and that shows no signs of abating in the current business climate, according to CEO Len Roueche.

“The industry is wide open to exploring ways out of the worldwide economic mess, so interest in the event is as strong as ever,” says Roueche, who has seen membership grow by 130% since 2002 to 225 companies in 28 countries.  “Even this year we have recruited 16 newcomers, which suggests that recognition of our work is thriving because of, not in spite of, the recession.”  

Underlining support for the annual forum, bidders are also lining up to host future conferences.  Having confirmed New York for next year, Roueche has already visited 2011 contenders Barcelona and Valencia as well as 2012 candidates Dubai and Singapore.  

He points out that the Mediterranean, Middle East, Asia and Africa regions are key to fuelling projected membership growth of at least 50% over the next eight years.  The current membership is largely based in Europe, the Americas and Australia, representing more than 500 individuals in organisations including shipowners and operators, shipyards, equipment manufacturers and government agencies.

Meanwhile more than 30 sponsors are backing the 2009 event, with the top six having signed up by early February.  This year’s host company IDO is the world’s largest combined car and passenger ferry operation, carrying almost 100 million passengers per year, and the Istanbul programme includes a tour of its vessels, terminals and offices.  

The conference is due to open with a welcome from the Turkish premier and a keynote address from the transport minister.  This will be followed by a review of urban ferry innovations in Istanbul, Nigeria, London and Hong Kong and insights on emerging markets in the Black Sea, the Red Sea, Oman and Iran.

Reflecting Interferry’s IMO consultative status, another major session will report on environmental issues – notably air emissions regulations and propulsion developments – and new safety requirements for ferries.

Topics to be featured in the Interferry activity report include an update on the joint initiative with the IMO to improve ferry safety in developing nations.  The campaign, which aims to reduce fatalities by 90%, is being piloted in Bangladesh, where crew training and weather forecasting trials are now being introduced.

This session follows the winning presentations in the long-established student competition – encouraging ferry-related research projects in maritime academies worldwide – before a final session in which open discussion will determine priorities for Interferry action.

Full details of the conference and social agenda are available at www.interferry.com
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