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NEWS RELEASE




12 July 2004
For Immediate Release

Interferry Conference Announces New Speakers and Sponsors
Len Roueche, Chief Executive of Interferry, announced some important new speakers and sponsors for the 29th Annual Interferry Conference to be held in the Bahamas from
1-4 November.  

The Hon. Glenys Hanna-Martin, Minister of Transport & Aviation for the Bahamas will be the keynote speaker at the opening ceremonies of the conference.  She will address the importance of ferry transport to the development of the Bahamas.  Ms. Hanna-Martin will also talk about the role of the Bahamas ship registry in the international ferry industry.

Carlos Manuel Pazo Torrado, Minister of Transport for the Republic of Cuba will be the first speaker in the first session of the conference on the Caribbean and Latin America.  The Minister will address the future development of ferry transport in Cuba.
Len Roueche said that Interferry was very pleased with the participation by the two governments.  “The theme of the conference is developing new markets and the Caribbean area has some very exciting prospects for the future of ferry transport.  The Bahamas is a country of 700 islands so sea transport is obviously important.  The local ferry industry is just in the first stages of modernization.  Cuba’s ferry industry is also developing but the big question on everyone’s mind is what happens when the US trade embargo is eventually lifted.  It could have a dramatic impact perhaps making Cuba a ferry hub for the Caribbean.”

Interferry also announced that DNV has agreed to become a Conference Partner for the event.  And Austal, the Australian fast ferry designer and builder, has taken a Gold Sponsorship.  Commenting on the company's decision to sponsor the conference, Austal's Managing Director Bob McKinnon said Interferry is an important forum for the ferry industry. 

"We have been attending the Interferry conferences for a number of years and have always found they provide an excellent opportunity to discuss developments that affect everyone involved in the ferry industry. The conference always attracts the majority of the leading operators and we are always keen to hear about the issues they confront in their businesses so that we can continue to develop our products to meet their emerging needs. It's also a great social occasion, and renewing the acquaintances we have developed over the years is always a particular highlight," he said. 

"For all of those reasons we are pleased to be sponsoring the Interferry conference again this year. We are also keen to actively support the important work the organisation does in advancing the industry and we look forward to continuing and building our relationship with Interferry beyond the sponsorship."     
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