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Interferry Chairman Supports O’Neil

In a recent speech, William O'Neil, former head of IMO, said it was time IMO widened its horizons to tackle commonplace ferry disasters in countries such as Indonesia, China, the Philippines, Bangladesh and across Africa. 

"There is no reason why people should lose their lives if they are not on an international voyage," he said.  “IMO standards needed to be applied to all passenger vessels.”

Responding to O’Neil’s comments, Interferry Chairman Stuart Ballantyne wholeheartedly supported the need to improve ferry safety in developing countries.

“Interferry has been actively pursuing this issue for some time and it’s nice to have a heavyweight like Bill O’Neil taking up the fight.”

On its part Interferry is pursuing the issue on a number of fronts.

· Ballantyne has been meeting with government officials in the Pacific Islands to offer suggestions for improving their safety regimes.

· The Interferry Safety Committee has been investigating the use of military style landing craft for use as ferries.  Initial results indicate a tendency to capsize. 

· Interferry is developing a Members Charter that will include standards for the safe operation of ferries.

· Interferry has Consultative Status at the IMO where it attends the meetings of the Maritime Safety Committee.  This is a venue where these important safety issues can be raised.

Ballantyne raised a concern about acting too hastily in this situation.  “Simply imposing additional rules on all domestic operators may have unintended consequences.  It may result in more marginal operators trying to avoid the regulations.  From the research that Interferry has done it appears that a big part of the problem is enforcement.  Many developing countries don't appear to have the means to effectively enforce their existing domestic rules.  Imposing international rules will not solve this problem.  The best rules in the world are useless if they are not enforced.”

Another area of concern highlighted by Interferry is the willingness of "western countries" to dump their secondhand, and sometimes out-regulated vessels onto developing nations. This even applies to aid vessels by donor countries.

"They know full well that the purchaser will overload them, but there appears to be no duty of care" says Ballantyne.  "Ideally, the seller or donor country should reduce the superstructure so that the vessel runs out of deck space before it runs out of stability. They should be made to be uncapsizeable with full decks of passengers. The “La Joola” tragedy in Senegal was a clear illustration of a modern ropax, freshly arrived from Europe, with full IMO certificates, Marpol, GMDSS, the lot, but was overloaded with reportedly 2,000 passengers but licensed for some 550."  (Over 1,800 people were killed in this tragedy in 2002)

Interferry has already contacted Bangladesh and Fijian Authorities after recent accidents and offered assistance to regulators.  The association’s pro-active stance in the industry is winning strong support.
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