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NEWS RELEASE




23 October 2003
For Immediate Release

Interferry is an industry association representing ferry owners and operators world wide.  The Association extends its sincere condolences to the families of the victims of the recent tragic accident on the Staten Island ferry in New York City.  

The Chairman of Interferry, Stuart Ballantyne of Australia, said “Interferry is committed to the safety of ferry transportation and is supportive of the in depth investigation being carried out by the National Transportation Safety Board.  Through such investigations the ferry industry can improve its safety record.  Once the investigation is complete Interferry will work with the US Coast Guard on the issue of improved procedures and regulations.”

Mr. Ballantyne went on to say that: “It is important at this time to reassure the traveling public that ferry travel is a very safe mode of transportation.”  The United States ferry operators have an outstanding safety record.  They carry over 100 million passenger each year.  The last ferry fatality in the US was probably in the 19th Century.  In contrast, 42,000 people are killed each year in motor vehicle accidents.
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