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NEWS RELEASE:

Stephanie Dawson, President of the International Marine Transit Association (IMTA-Interferry) announced the appointment of a new Chief Executive Officer, Len Roueche, and three new members of the Board of Directors, Bob D. Gothong, Mitch McLean and Eamonn Rothwell.  

Ms. Dawson, who is also President of Islands Transport Pty, a Queensland Australia ferry operator, said:  “IMTA-Interferry is embarking on a direction to become a more professional shipping association representing the global ferry industry.  We are very pleased to have our first full-time CEO and three new Directors who represent important ferry companies from different regions of the world.”

Len Roueche, the new CEO, comes from a 25-year career with the Canadian operator, BC Ferries where his last position was Director, Strategic & Corporate Planning.  Bob D. Gothong is the Vice-Chairman of William Gothong & Aboitiz, Inc., the largest ferry operator in the Philippines, and popularly known as WG&A SUPERFERRY.  Mitch McLean is President & CEO of Bay and Northumberland Ferries Limited which operates on the east coast of Canada.  Eamonn Rothwell is the Managing Director, Irish Continental Group plc and Irish Ferries, the largest ferry operator in Ireland.

IMTA-Interferry was formed in 1977 to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, views and information amongst the ferry operators of the world.  The members represent a broad cross-section of the industry including owners, operators, shipyards, naval architects, marine engineers, manufacturers, suppliers, consultants, shipbrokers, academics, government agencies and classification societies.  The membership, from 20 countries, covers the full spectrum of ferry operations: conventional ferries, cruise ferries, fast ferries, passenger-only ferries.
Profiles

Len Roueche

Residence: Victoria, BC, Canada

Age: 53

Family: Married, one daughter, one son

Education: BA (Econ) University of Victoria, MA (Econ) University of British Columbia

Bob D. Gothong

Residence: Cebu City, Philippines

Age: 46

Family: Married, one daughter, three sons

Education: BSc (Commerce: transportation, utilities, finance) University of British Columbia

Current Positions:

· Vice Chairman - William Gothong & Aboitiz, Inc.

· Vice Chairman - Domestic Shipowners Association  

· Chairman – United South Dock Handlers, Inc.

· Chairman – Management Committee, WG&A

· President/CEO - One Wilson Place Holdings, Inc.

· Director – Carlos A. Gothong & Company

· Director – Gothong Southern

· Director – Petron Corporation

· Director - Whistler Mountain Dev. Corporation

Company Details:

· William Gothong and Aboitiz, Inc. (WG&A), the largest shipping company in the country, is engaged in passenger transport and cargo liner services, plying major routes and principal ports across the archipelago.  It is publicly traded on the Philippines stock exchange.

· WG&A's history dates back to May 26, 1948 with the establishment of William Lines Inc. (WLI), a passenger and cargo shipping company headquartered in Cebu.  In 1995 the company merged with Carlos A. Gothong Lines, Inc. and Aboitiz Shipping Corporation to become WG&A,INC

· WG&A holds the distinction of being the first and only shipping company in the Philippines to have received the prestigious International Ship Management (ISM) Code certification for its high standards on safety management, environmental protection, emergency preparedness, maintenance of the ship requirements, qualified and well-trained crew, and development plans for shipboard operations. 

Mitch Mclean

Residence: Charlottetown, PEI, Canada

Age:  66

Family: Married, three sons

Education: College

Employment history: Sales Manager petroleum industry; established frozen food industry in Eastern Canada; President & CEO ferries since 1988

Company details:

· Bay and Northumberland Ferries Limited is a private company operating three major ferry routes -

· Prince Edward Island to Nova Scotia - 8 months per year.  Subsidized service operating since 1941. Two ferries.

· Saint John, New Brunswick to Digby, Nova Scotia - large ro/ro ferry year round.

· Yarmouth, Nova Scotia Canada to Bar Harbor, Maine USA.  New 98 meter Incat catamaran.  Travels at 42 knots fully loaded.

· Annual traffic: about 1 million passengers; 225,000 private vehicles; 50,000 commercial vehicles.

· Bay Ferries commenced service in 1997 replacing former government Crown corporation.

Quote:  “I have been a member of IMTA since 1992 and in my opinion it is the only true form of communication and information on the world ferry industry.  It has been particularly helpful to me in dealing with major suppliers, classification societies and government organizations.”

Eamonn Rothwell

Residence: Dublin, Ireland

Age: 46

Family: Married, 3 daughters

Education: B.Comm, M.B.S., F.C.C.A., F.I.I.M.R

Employment history:  Managing Director, Irish Continental Group plc; joined the board in June 1987 as non-executive Director; appointed Managing Director in 1992; previously worked as Director of NCB Group; worked with AIB Group and Bord Failte Eireann (The Irish Tourist Board).

Company details:

· Irish Ferries is Ireland's largest passenger car ferry and roll-on, roll-off freight services operator

· Part of the Irish owned shipping and transport group Irish Continental Group plc - publicly quoted on the Dublin and London Stock Exchange

· Employs 1,200 people

· Have invested over EUR450 million over the past 6 years: construction of new vessels; port and terminal improvements, new freight  facilities and new freight handling equipment

· On routes between Ireland and Britain (Dublin / Holyhead, Rosslare / Pembroke) and Ireland / France (Rosslare / Cherbourg & Rosslare/ Roscoff) Irish Ferries operates up to 17 sailings a day with the following vessels:  MV Ulysses - the world's largest car ferry; DublinSwift  - catamaran fastcraft; MV Isle of Inishmore; MV Normandy

· Last Year Irish Ferries carried 1.8 million passengers, 400,000 cars, and 185,000 freight units.

· Last five years in a row travel agents have voted Irish Ferries Ireland's "Best Ferry Company"

· Won the IFW  2000 - Irish Freight Operator of the Year - award for which every passenger/ freight ferry company in the British Isles compete
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Len Roueche

Tel: 1 250 592-9612
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