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Interferry spotlights US in ‘new world’ homecoming  
Global trade association Interferry returns to its US roots for its 35th anniversary conference in October, when speakers from Australia to Venezuela will be joined in New York by leading figures from the domestic ferry industry.

Interferry president Tom Fox – founder of New York Water Taxi and the Harbor Experience group – will host some 250 delegates at this year’s annual forum, which takes place at Marriott’s Brooklyn Bridge hotel from October 3-6 on the theme of ‘navigating through a new world economy’. 
Marking Interferry’s origins as the International Marine Transit Association - which was first registered in New York State - the influential array of US speakers includes ferry operators, civic authorities, shipping financiers, trade bodies and multi-award winning travel writer Carl Hoffman.

A contributing editor at National Geographic, Hoffman will be quoting from his acclaimed new book The Lunatic Express about journeys on the world’s most dangerous buses, boats, trains and planes.  His experience of overcrowded ferries in Indonesia, Bangladesh and Senegal will complement a report on Interferry’s long-term initiative with the UN’s International Maritime Organization to reduce ferry fatalities in developing nations.  
The keynote opening address will be made by New York City transportation commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, whose responsibilities include the Staten Island Ferry – the busiest US commuter ferry service with more than 21 million passengers a year.   
  

This will be followed by four case studies on emergency preparedness:

· the 9/11 atrocity will be examined by Pete Johansen, COO of Great American Lines, a member of the US Customs-Trade Partnership against Terrorism
· NY Waterway’s Alan Warren will describe last year’s rescue operation after US Airways flight 1549 crash-landed in the Hudson River
· an inter-agency approach to maritime evacuation will be explained by Kelly McKinney from New York’s emergency management office

· William Annand, VP of Great Lakes and Hawaii fast ferry operator HMS Global Maritime, will describe Haiti earthquake relief operations with a high-speed catamaran contracted by the US Maritime Administration      
A session on access to finance features three major US players in maritime investment markets.  
Arguments for public and private equity will be discussed by Peter Shaerf, managing director of AMA Capital Partners and chairman of the New York Maritime Association.  Global Financial Consulting founder Mark Barra looks at finance options for small operators, while the line-up is completed by Richard Horton-Jansen, head of the cruise and ferry unit in DVB Bank’s shipping division.     
Contrasting financial fortunes will be revealed in a review of public sector developments in North America.  David Moseley will outline strategies by Washington State Ferries to keep vessels, terminals and services viable following legislation that reduced the operating subsidy by 25% and the capital subsidy by more than 75%.  Meanwhile president and CEO Wayne Follett of Canada’s Marine Atlantic – which operates between Newfoundland and Nova Scotia - will describe fleet expansion plans following a five-year $520 million government investment announced in June.

In a debate on cabotage, the case in favour will be put by Matthew Paxton, president of the Shipbuilders Council of America, and Don Keefe, president of the Marine Engineers Beneficial Association.  The case against will be supported by John Waterhouse, chief concept engineer at leading US ferry designer the Elliott Bay Design Group, and Stuart Ballantyne, founder and MD of Australia’s Sea Transport Corporation.

Updates on environmental innovations – notably air emissions technology – include a paper by Nina Rannells, executive director of the San Francisco Bay Area Water Emergency Transportation Authority, on four green ferries purpose-designed to be 85% cleaner than existing exhaust standards.
The session will follow a review of emerging regulations on CO2 emissions by special guest speaker Peter Hinchliffe, secretary general of the International Chamber of Shipping, who will be seeking input from Interferry delegates ahead of his submission to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in Mexico in December.

Another guest speaker will discuss technology-based training methods for today’s Internet and digital media-savvy workforce.  Dr James Guilkey, of US specialist S4 NetQuest, warns: “Hand them a training manual and they will hand you a resignation.  Ask them to sit through a two-week classroom lecture and they will ask you for a reference for their next job.”

Other sessions include emerging markets in the Mexican Caribbean, Venezuela and the Philippines, and case studies from Australia and Sweden on the bottom line benefits of interior design.      
The conference ends with a tour of ferry operations in New York harbour, followed by a post-conference cruise to Boston and Halifax on the Cunard flagship Queen Mary 2.   
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